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Logline 
 

A group of orcas go on a revenge spree up and down the coast of Southern California, violently 

killing any human in their path.  

 

 
Brief Summary 
 

Two women swimming off the coast of Catalina Island in Southern California are suddenly 
and viciously attacked and killed by something from under the water.  It’s the first killing 
by a pod of orcas led by Mom, the female of the group.  It’s a race for Mark Tillsdale and the 
marine biologists at Ocean World of the Pacific to find the pod before the killings continue.  
Each attack is worse than the last and Mom and her pod outsmart Mark every step of the 
way.  Tracking their movements, Mark remembers capturing a young orca in the past and a 
massive whale, Mom, making eye contact with him.  The orcas are out for revenge and will 
kill any human to get what they want.  The orcas finally stop their massacre when getting 
exactly what Mom set out to do – get revenge on Mark.  
 

 
Synopsis 
 

Off the coast of Catalina Island in Southern California, two men relax on the deck of a yacht 
while their wives cool off in life preservers in the water below.  Suddenly, one of the 
women is pulled under water and is violently killed by something unknown beneath the 
surface.  After what remains of her lifeless body is released, the culprits appear:  three 
Killer Whales.  
 
MARK TILLSDALE is the head marine biologist at Ocean World of the Pacific, an 
organization that is undertaking construction on a $280 million marine amusement park 
and conservatory for sea creatures.  Everyone at Ocean World finds it hard to believe the 
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women had been attacked by a pod of orcas, a normally gentle group of creatures.  With 
NICK HERRINGTON, captain of the capture ship, Mark and his fiancée, SHARON, the marine 
biologist in charge of all trained mammals, head out on the maiden voyage for Ocean 
World.  They set up a large net that will trap a traveling pod, the group of orcas, leading to 
capture.  When one orca is caught in the net, the rest of the group surround the vessel 
making screeching noises.  
 
The pod consists of one very large female, known as MOM, five of her offspring, and several 
of their cousins.  Mom and the pod continue to follow the vessel from several miles back.  
When the captured orca is put in a tank with its trainer, it injures one trainer and kills 
another.  The orca is put to sleep and its carcass, adhering to National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administation (NOAA) guidelines, is disposed of in the sea where it will be 
consumed and recycled by other sea creatures.  The pod stays close to the body for several 
days and keeps the sharks away.  Los Angeles Times reporter BRAD CUMMINGS researches 
the abuse of orcas within facilities similar to Ocean World and concludes that orcas have 
good reason to hate humans.  Mark begins to question the use of orcas for entertainment.   
 
At Redondo Beach, two adults are killed by orcas when they come directly into the shallow 
part of the water.  TOM HIGGINS, head of NOAA, usually clashes with Mark on issues, but 
they now have a common goal to stop the killings by the pod, which now consists of five 
orcas.  
 
KARMAC, a performer orca, is being transferred from San Diego to Ocean World via the 
open water.  Inside the transportation tank, Mom begins communicating with Karmac.  
Suddenly, he thrusts himself in the air and is out in the open ocean.  The pod begins to 
attack the transporting ship, but doesn’t kill any humans.  Their only concern is freeing 
Karmac, who now swims free for the first time since childhood.  Two additional orcas join 
the pod and attack fishermen off the coast of Santa Barbara Island.  
 
During a run, bike, swim marathon in Huntington Beach, precautions are taken to prevent 
another attack with so many people present.  There are boats in the water and a helicopter 
above.  The police boat is slipped and orcas appear out of nowhere.  Mom and Karmac stay 
back as the rest of the pod cause chaos and violence.  When the attack stops and the body 
parts rise to the top of the bloody water, the only sound to be heard is Mom’s loud pulsing – 
she’s communicating.  An emergency meeting of the Orca Brigade is called and everyone 
agrees the pod needs to be destroyed.  The only thing to be figured out is how to get close 
enough to them.  
 
Unbeknownst to the Orca Brigade, the pod has headed south and aligned themselves with 
another pod with a large, dominant male.  After two weeks out of sight, the Coast Guard 
suspends their search of the pod.  Mark recalls that first capture for Ocean World and 
thinks he may have interacted with this pod in the past.  While capturing the wild orca, a 
large whale swam slowly by the boat with its body turned so one eye remained above 
water, staring at him and the others on the ship.  He theorizes this was Mom and she made 
a retaliation agenda for her pod.  The killings started right after the carcass was sent out to 
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sea.  Mom was even communicating with the whale while it was in captivity.  Sharon also 
remembers the exact moment Mom swam by the boat.   
 
After a killing in Mexico, Mark and Tom think the pod will be headed north.  The plan is to 
have sharpshooters, previously snipers in the army, take them out.  On the boat, a pod is 
spotted.  However, this group of whales does not look hostile.  The ship gets closer for a 
better look until something from under the water knocks it out, killing one of the crew.  It 
was an ambush.  
 
The public begins to look at orcas in a different light and the whale attraction at Ocean Park 
is not as popular as it once was.  Mom remains quiet for a while, but a 15-minute attack on 
a small pier at Monterey leaves 13 dead and two seriously injured.  The governor issues a 
State of Emergency.  Tickets to Ocean World of the Pacific continue to decline.  
 
There is a sighting of the pod just north of San Diego.  Two whales are shot and killed – a 
young male and one of Mom’s daughters.  The pod mourns and travels north again.  
Through all of this, Mark and Sharon are married.  
 
Mom begins recruiting orcas that have previously left the pod and she is ready for her 
biggest attack yet.  Off the coast of Southern California, Mom and Karmac split the pod into 
two groups – each one four members strong.  In Redondo, two surfers are killed, leaving 
the beachgoers in a panic.  The orcas have no intention of letting their victims live.  At the 
same time, Mom is in Malibu and there’s another vicious attack.  People are confused by the 
multiple attacks.  An hour later, there are 911 calls from Manhattan Beach and Santa 
Monica.  There’s carnage everywhere.  At the end of the day, there have been six different 
attacks, leaving 43 people dead.  It was the same attack carried out six times on different 
beaches.  
 
It’s now time to bring in a professional Norwegian whaling ship with whalers who have 
experience hunting these mammals.  AGNAR BALVDIN is the captain of the vessel.  He 
travels 24/7 with very few stops, searching for the pod.  Once spotted, the whales outrun 
the ship.  A search plane is brought in, while Agnar begins to guess their next move and set 
up a trap.  The new plan is to fire a heat-seeking missile.  Mom hears the ship and starts to 
dive.  The rest of the pod follows suit.  Two orcas are hit – Mom’s firstborn.  She’s ready to 
get even.   
 
During the hunt, lawsuits against Ocean World Corporation are brought forward.  During 
the trial, it’s argued that capturing and separating the orcas from their family causes them 
pain and they begin to lash out at the trainers, leading to injury or death.  Ocean World is 
found guilty and the corporate board reviews the changes which must be made to the park 
and the organization.  
 
At the beginning of summer, Mom returns to Catalina Island.  Mark and Sharon are with the 
Ocean World crew hunting for porpoises.  In order to speed up the process, Mark jumps in 
the water to assist.  Four dorsal fins are suddenly spotted in the water.  They are right 
behind Mark.  Nick shoots a flare between Mark and the orcas.  They dive under the surface, 
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but Mom keeps moving forward – coming right for Mark.  She pushes him with such force 
that both of his arms snap off above the elbows.  Mom keeps bumping him to the surface, 
until she’s killed him.  She parades his body so everyone on board can see.  Sharon can’t 
help but remember Mom looking Mark directly in the eye two years earlier.  She finally 
understands that Mom has been waiting for justice the entire time and Mark has always 
been the target.  Karmac brings his head above water and looks at Sharon.  While he was in 
captivity at Ocean World, she thought they were friends.   
 
After spreading Mark’s ashes in the ocean, Sharon wants revenge.  She spearheads a search 
party for the pod, but after four months there is still no sign of it.  Mom and Karmac 
separate and her pod travels to Hawaii, where they are tagged.  They don’t feel threatened 
by the group tagging them and never attack another human again.  
 

 
Element Ratings 

 Excellent Good Fair Development Needed 

Concept     
Story     
Characters     

 

 
Comments/Suggestions for Adaptation 
 

JUSTICE IN THE WORLD OF KILLER WHALES is a gripping thriller, told in a very factual 
manner.  It’s Jaws on steroids, and although sometimes the story swims a little too close to 
the iconic shark tale, those elements are the best part of the story.   
 
Where JUSTICE IN THE WORLD OF KILLER WHALES falls short is in its human characters.  
The first several chapters read as a non-fiction account of whale attacks.  The author is able 
to cannily merge fact and fiction to give some creepy vibes that play well.  When the reader 
is finally able to separate the characters from any real-life counterpart, the result is a little 
disappointing.  The author does what he can to give a backstory to our protagonists, but 
focuses mainly on Mom and her pod.  It’s probably a good decision, but giving stakes to our 
heroes would make the story much better.  
 
Mark and fiancée Sharon have a wedding during the turbulent whale hunt, but beyond that, 
not much is given for an audience to cheer for.  Thankfully there are no obvious choices 
made by the author to give the characters an emotional connection to the whale attacks.  
However, putting the audience into the world of the human characters would benefit the 
story, especially when considering an adaptation, where big-name actors will be involved.  
 
Along with Mark and Sharon, the author gives us potentially interesting supporting 
characters, but never spends enough time with them.  There’s a pair of brothers hunting 
any and all orca as an act of revenge for killing their parents in a beach attack, but they are 
given hardly more than a paragraph.  These could be developed into great characters in a 
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feature film.  The Norwegein whaler is another character that just enters and leaves 
without having much impact on the story, but potentially could add so much, if given the 
proper development.   
 
Beyond giving depth to the human characters, many elements of the story need to be 
streamlined.  There are many attacks by the pod up and down the Southern California 
coast, some hard to differentiate from each other.  Then the pod lays dormant for several 
months.  It may suit the story better to give the pod a more sustainable arc.  
 
JUSTICE IN THE WORLD OF KILLER WHALES is ripe material for a big-budget blockbuster.  
The multi-beach attack alone is a great movie moment.  Areas of development needed are 
the characters – both main and supporting – and giving a more tangible arc for the 
antagonists.   
 

 
 

Final Recommendation 
  Strongly Consider 

 Consider 

 Consider with Development 

 

  

  

 


